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power and to develop moral character. Thus
Confucian ethics teach honesty as one of the
five virtues, yet the whole official system of
Government is honeycombed with dishonesty,
" squeeze" and corruption. It teaches pru-
dential morality and social purity, and its
influence has been considerable, but it fails to
give the compelling motive and power to keep
the students of China pure.

Formerly the system of instruction was based
largely on the Chinese classics and the ethical
precepts of Confucianism, but with the coming
of the Republic and the rejection of the old
system of education there came a period of
liberty and licence, similar to that which followed
the French Revolution, which was largely without
moral sanctions and standards. The Minister
of Education speaks with alarm of the growth
of immorality among the higher students of
China. Lectures on ethics, based on the sacred
books of China, have again been made a part
of the curriculum in many of the Government
schools. The teachers, however, are often men
whose lives are known to be in open contradiction
to the precepts taught, and the teaching is often
formal, perfunctory and lifeless. The students
formerly bowed low in obeisance to the tablet
of Confucius at regular intervals during the
scholastic year. This, however, for most students
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